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‘ National Standards for Foreign Language Learning

Connections

Communicate in Languages Other Than English

Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and
obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and ex-

change opinions.

Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and

spoken language on a variety of topics.

Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas

to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

Cultures

Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures
Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cul-

ture studied.

Standard 2.2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the
relationship between the products and perspectives of the cul-

ture studied.

T

Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information

Standard 3.1: Students reinforce and further their knowledge
of other disciplines through the foreign language.

Standard 3.2: Students acquire information and recognize the -

distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the for-

eign language and its cultures.

Comparisons

Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture
Standard 4.1: Students demonstrate understanding of the na-
ture of language through comparisons of the language studied

and their own.
Standard 4.2: Students demonstrate understanding of the con-

cept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied

and their own.

Communities

Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and
Around the World

Standard 5.1: Students use the language both within and be-
yond the school setting.

Standard 5.2: Students show evidence of becoming life-long

learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and

enrichment.
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Appendix
IACTFL Performance Guidelines for K=12 Learners

NOVICE LEARNER RANGE ® Generally need contextual clues, redundancy, paraphrase
(Grade K-4, Grade 5-8, Grade 9-10 ) or restatement in order to understand the message.
¥4 7
Interpretive
COMPREHENSIBILITY: How well are they understood? * Understand short, simple conversations and narratives (live

Interpersonal and recorded material), within highly predictable and fa-

o ) miliar contexts;
* Rely primarily on memorized phrases and short sentenc- ’ i o
. . . . ) N * Rely on personal background experience to assist in com-
es during highly predictable interactions on very familiar .
. prehension;
topics; e . ‘
L ) * Exhibit increased comprehension when constructing mean-
* Are understood primarily by those very accustomed to in- , .
. . ing through recognition of key words or phrases embedded
teracting with language learners; i o
. L. . in familiar contexts;
® Imitate modeled words and phrases using intonation and )
Co * Comprehend written and spoken language better when
pronunciation similar to that of the model; ) , )
. content has been previously presented in an oral and/or vi-
® May show evidence of false starts, prolonged and unexpect-

) , sual context;
edly-placed pauses and recourse to their native language as ) ) .
. . . ® Determine meaning by recognition of cognates, prefixes,
topics expand beyond the scope of immediate needs; ,
- . .. and thematic vocabulary.
* Are able to meet limited practical writing needs, such as

hort messages and notes, by recombining learned vocabu- . .
Shoft Message 1o .Y comDInE fearne VOC. ,u LANGUAGE CONTROL: How accurate is their language?
lary and structure to form simple sentences on very familiar

topics. Interpersonal

N e Comprehend messages that include predominately familiar
Presentational ,
. . grammatical structures;
e Use short, memorized phrases and sentences in oral and L .
) i e Are most accurate when communicating about very famil-
written presentations; ) . ) , .
o 1ar topics using memorized oral and written phrases;
® Are understood primarily by those who are very accus- o ) )
. _ . * Exhibit decreased accuracy when attempting to create with
tomed to interacting with language learners;

) o i the language;

¢ Demonstrate some accuracy in pronunciation and intona- . . . .
) i . o ® Write with accuracy when copying written language but
tion when presenting well-rehearsed material on familiar . ) -
) may use invented spelling when writing words or produc-
topics; ) ,
, ing characters on their own;
* May show evidence of false starts, prolonged and unexpect- o , o
. . ® May exhibit frequent errors in capitalization and punctua-
edly-placed pauses, and recourse to their native language as ) ) , )

i . . tion when target language differs from native language in
topics expand beyond the scope of immediate needs;

e . ) o , these areas.
 Show abilities in writing by reproducing familiar material

® Rely heavily on visuals to enhance comprehensibility in Interpretive

both oral and written presentations. ® Recognize structural patterns in target language narratives

and derive meaning from these structures within familiar
COMPREHENSION: How well do they understand? contexts;

® Sometimes recognize previously learned structures when
Interpersonal

, , presented in new contexts.
* Comprehend general information and vocabulary when the
communication partner uses objects, visuals, and gestures

in speaking or writing;
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Presentational

e Demonstrate some accuracy in oral and written presenta-
tions when reproducing memorized words, phrases and
sentences in the target language;

o Formulate oral and written presentations using a limited
range of simple phrases and expressions based on very fa-
miliar topics;

* Show inaccuracies and/or interference from the native lan-
guage when attempting to communicate information which
goes beyond the memorized or pre-fabricated;

e May exhibit frequent errors in capitalization and/or punctu-
ation and/or production of characters when the writing sys-
tem of the target language differs from the native language.

VOCABULARY USE: How extensive and applicable is their
vocabulary?

Interpersonal

o Comprehend and produce vocabulary that is related to ev-
eryday objects and actions on a limited number of familiar
topics;

e Use words and phrases primarily as lexical items without
awareness of grammatical structure;

e Recognize and use vocabulary from a variety of topics in-
cluding those related to other curricular areas;

e May often rely on words and phrases from their native lan-
guage when attempting to communicate beyond the word
and/or gesture level.

Interpretive

e Recognize a variety of vocabulary words and expressions
related to familiar topics embedded within relevant curricu-
lar areas;

e Demonstrate increased comprehension of vocabulary in
spoken passages when these are enhanced by pantomime,
props, and/or visuals;

o Demonstrate increased comprehension of written passages
when accompanied by illustrations and other contextual

clues.

Presentational

¢ Use a limited number of words and phrases for common
objects and actions in familiar categories;

e  Supplement their basic vocabulary with expressions acquired
from sources such as the teacher or picture dictionaries;

e Rely on native language words and phrases when express-

ing personal meaning in less familiar categories.

o
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COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES: How do they maintain
communication?

Interpersonal

e Attempt to clarify meaning by repeating words and occa-
sionally selecting substitute words to convey their message;

o Primarily use facial expressions and gestures to indicate

problems with comprehension.

Interpretive

e Use background experience to anticipate story direction in
highly predictable oral or written texts;

e Rely heavily on visuals and familiar language to assist in

comprehension.

Presentational

e Make corrections by repeating or rewriting when appropri-
ate forms are routinely modeled by the teacher;

e Rely heavily on repetition, non-verbal expression (ges-
tures, facial expressions), and visuals to communicate their

message.

CULTURAL AWARENESS: How is their cultural understand-
ing reflected in their communication?

Interpersonal

e Imitate culturally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic
expressions;

e Use gestures and body language that are generally those of
the student’s own culture, unless they are incorporated into

memorized responses.

Interpretive

o Understand both oral and written language that reflects a
cultural background similar to their own;

o Predict a story line or event when it reflects a cultural back-

ground similar to their own.

Presentational

o Imitate the use of culturally appropriate vocabulary, idiom-
atic expressions and non-verbal behaviors modeled by the
teacher,
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INTERMEDIATE LEARNER RANGE

COMPREHENSIBILITY: How well are they understood?

Interpersonal

Express their own thoughts using sentences and strings of
sentences when interacting on familiar topics in present
time;

Are understood by those accustomed to interacting with
language learners;

Use pronunciation and intonation patterns which can be
understood by a native speaker accustomed to interacting
with language learners;

Make false starts and pause frequently to search for words
when interacting with others;

Are able to meet practical writing needs, such as short let-
ters and notes, by recombining learned vocabulary and
structures demonstrating full control of present time and

evidence of some control of other time frames.

Presentational

Express their own thoughts, describe and narrate, using
sentences and strings of sentences, in oral and written pre-
sentations on familiar topics;

Use pronunciation and intonation patterns that can be un-
derstood by those accustomed to interacting with language
learners;

Make false starts and pause frequently to search for words
when interacting with others;

Communicate oral and written information about familiar
topics with sufficient accuracy that listeners and readers un-

derstand most of what is presented.

COMPREHENSION: How well do they understand?

Interpersonal

Comprehend general concepts and messages about familiar
and occasionally unfamiliar topics;

May not comprehend details when dealing with unfamiliar
topics;

May have difficulty comprehending language supported by

situational context.

Interpretive

Understand longer, more complex conversations and narra-

tives as well as recorded material in familiar contexts;
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Use background knowledge to comprehend simple stories,
personal correspondence, and other contextualized print;
Identify main ideas and some specific information on a lim-
ited number of topics found in the products of the target
culture such as those presented on TV, radio, video or live
and computer-generated presentations, although compre-
hension may be uneven;

Determine meaning by using contextual clues;

Are aided by the use of redundancy, paraphrase, and re-

statement in order to understand the message.

LANGUAGE CONTROL: How accurate is their language?

Interpersonal

Comprehend messages that include some unfamiliar gram-
matical structures;

Are most accurate when creating with the language about
familiar topics in present time using simple sentences and/
or strings of sentences;

Exhibit a decline in grammatical accuracy as creativity in
language production increases;

Begin to apply familiar structures to new sitnations;
Evidence awareness of capitalization and/or punctuation
when writing in the target language;

Recognize some of their own spelling or character produc-

tion errors and make appropriate adjustments,

Interpretive

Derive meaning by comparing target language structures
with those of the native language;

Recognize parallels between new and familiar structures in
the target language;

Understand high-frequency idiomatic expressions.

Presentational

Formulate oral and written presentations on familiar top-
ics, using a range of sentences and strings of sentences pri-
marily in present time but also, with preparation, in past
and future time,

May show inaccuracies as well as some interference from
the native language when attempting to present less famil-
iar material;

Exhibit fairly good accuracy in capitalization and punctua-
tion (or production of characters) when target language dif-

fers from native language in these areas.



VOCABULARY USE: How extensive and applicable is their
vocabulary?

Interpersonal

‘e Use vocabulary from a variety of thematic groups;

e Recognize and use vocabulary from a variety of topics in-
cluding those related to other curricular areas;

e Show some understanding and use of common idiomatic
expressions;

e May use false cognates or resort to their native language
when attempting to communicate beyond the scope of fa-

miliar topics.

Interpretive

o Comprehend an expanded range of vocabulary;

e Frequently derive meaning of unknown words by using
contextual clues;

o Demonstrate enhanced comprehension when listening to or

reading content which has a recognizable format.

Presentational

e Demonstrate control of an expanding number of familiar
words and phrases and of a limited number of idiomatic
expressions;

o Supplement their basic vocabulary, for both oral and writ-
ten presentations, with expressions acquired from other
sources such as dictionaries;

e In speech and writing, may sometimes use false cognates
and incorrectly applied terms, and show only partial con-

trol of newly acquired expressions.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES: How do they maintain
communication?

Interpersonal

e May use paraphrasing, question-asking, circumlocution, and
other strategies to avoid a breakdown in communication;

o Attempt to self-correct primarily for meaning when com-

munication breaks down.

Interpretive

e Identify the main idea of a written text by using reading
strategies such as gleaning information from the first and
last paragraphs;

o Infer meaning of many unfamiliar words that are necessary
in order to understand the gist of an oral or written text;

e Use contextual clues to assist in comprehension.
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Presentational

o Make occasional use of reference sources and efforts at self-
correction to avoid errors likely to interfere with communi-
cation;

e Use circumlocution when faced with difficult syntactic
structures, problematic spelling, or unfamiliar vocabulary;

o Make use of memory aids (such as notes and visuals) to

facilitate presentations.

CULTURAL AWARENESS: How is their cultural understand-
ing reflected in their communication?

Interpersonal
o Use some culturally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic
expressions;

o Use some gestures and body language of the target culture.

Interpretive

o Use knowledge of their own culture and that of the target
culture(s) to interpret oral or written texts more accurately;

o Recognize target culture influences in the products and
practices of their own culture;

e Recognize differences and similarities in the perspectives of

the target culture and their own.

Presentational

o Use some culturally appropriate vocabulary, idiomatic ex-
pressions and non-verbal behaviors;

e Demonstrate some cultural knowledge in oral and written

presentations.

PRE-ADVANCED LEARNER RANGE
(Grade K-12)

COMPREHENSIBILITY: How well are they understood?

Interpersonal

o Narrate and describe using connected sentences and para-
graphs in present and other time frames when interacting in
topics of personal, school, and community interest;

o Areunderstood by those with whom they interact, although
there may still be a range of linguistic inaccuracies, and on
occasion the communication partner may need to make a

special effort to understand the message;
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e Use pronunciation and intonation patterns that are under-
standable to a native speaker unaccustomed to interacting
with language learners;

° Use language confidently and with ease, with few pauses;

° Are able to meet practical writing needs such as letters and
summaries by writing descriptions and narrations of para-
graph length and organization, showing sustained control
of basic structures and partial control of more complex

structures and time frames.

Presentational
* Report, narrate and describe, using connected sentences,

paragraph-length and longer discourse, in oral and written
presentations on topics of personal, school, and commu-
nity interest;

e Use pronunciation and intonation patterns that are under-
stood by native users of the language, although the listener/
reader may on occasion need to make a special effort to
understand the message;

* Use language confidently and with ease, with few pauses;

* Communicate with a fairly high degree of facility when
making oral and written presentations about familiar and
well-researched topics.

COMPREHENSION: How well do they understand?

Interpersonal

* Comprehend main ideas and most details on a variety of
topics beyond the immediate situation;

® Occasionally do not comprehend but usually are able to
clarify details by asking questions;

® May encounter difficulty comprehending language dealing
with abstract topics.

Interpretive

® Use knowledge acquired in other settings and from other
curricular areas to comprehend both spoken and written
messages;

* Understand main ideas and significant details on a variety
of topics found in the products of the target culture such as
those presented on TV, radio, video or live and computer-
generated presentations, although comprehension may be
uneven;

* Develop an awareness of tone, style and author perspective;

* Demonstrate a growing independence as a reader or lis-
tener and generally comprehend what they read and hear

without relying solely on formally learned vocabulary.
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LANGUAGE CONTROL: How accurate is their language?

Interpersonal

° Comprehend messages that include unfamiliar grammati-
cal structures;

° Are most accurate when narrating and describing in con-
nected sentences and paragraphs in present time with de-
creasing accuracy in past and future times;

® May continue to exhibit inaccuracies as the amount and
complexity of language increases;

* Communicate successfully by applying familiar structures
to new situations;

° Rarely make errors in capitalization and in punctuation;

* Are generally accurate in spelling or production of characters,

Interpretive

* Deduce meaning in unfamiliar language passages by classi-

fying words or concepts according to word order or gram-
matical use;

® Apply rules of language to construct meaning from oral
and written texts;

® Understand idiomatic expressions;

® Move beyond literal comprehension toward more critical

reading and listening.

* Accurately formulate paragraph-length and longer oral and
written presentations in present time, on topics of personal,
school, community and global interest;

® May show some inaccuracies and/or interference from the
native language when presentations deal with multiple time
frames and/or other complex structures;

® Successfully communicate personal meaning by applying
familiar structures to new situations and less familiar top-
ics, and by integrating information from audio, visual, and
written sources;

® Exhibit awareness of need for accuracy in capitalization
and/or punctuation (or production of characters) when tar-

get language differs from native language in these areas.

VOCABULARY USE: How extensive and applicable is their
vocabulary?

Interpersonal
® Understand and often use idiomatic and culturally authen-
tic expressions;




e Recognize and use vocabulary from a variety of topics in-
cluding those related to other curricular areas;
o Use more specialized and precise vocabulary terms within a

limited number of topics.

Interpretive

e Comprehend a wide range of vocabulary in both concrete
and abstract contexts;

o Infer meaning of both oral and written texts by recognizing
familiar words and phrases in new contexts;

o Use context to deduce meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary;

o Recognize and understand the cultural context of many

words and phrases.

Presentational

e Demonstrate control of an extensive vocabulary, including
a number of idiomatic and culturally authentic expressions,
from a variety of topics;

o Supplement their basic vocabulary by using resources such
as textbooks and dictionaries;

e May use more specialized and precise terms when dealing

with specific topics that have been researched.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES: How do they maintain
communication?

Interpersonal

o Are able to sustain an interaction with a native speaker by
using a variety of strategies when discussion topics relate to
personal experience or immediate needs;

e Show evidence of attention to mechanical errors even when

these may not interfere with communication.
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Interpretive

o Use background knowledge to deduce meaning and to un-
derstand complex information in oral or written texts;

o Identify the organizing principle(s) or oral or written texts;

e Infer and interpret the intent of the writer.

Presentational

o Demonstrate conscious efforts at correct formulation and self-
correction by use of self-editing and of reference sources;

e Sustain length and continuity of presentations by appropri-
ate use of strategies such as simplification, reformulation,
and circumlocution;

e Make use of a variety of resource materials and presenta-

tion methods to enhance presentations.

CULTURAL AWARENESS: How is their cultural awareness
reflected in their communication?

Interpersonal
e Use culturally appropriate vocabulary and idioms;
o Use appropriate gestures and body language of the target

culture.

Interpretive

o Apply understanding of the target culture to enhance com-
prehension of oral and written texts;

o Recognize the reflections of practices, products, and/or per-
spectives of the target cultures(s) in oral and written texts;

e Analyze and evaluate cultural stereotypes encountered in

oral and written texts.

Presentational

o Demonstrate increased use of culturally appropriate vo-
cabulary, idiomatic expressions and non-verbal behaviors;

o Use language increasingly reflective of authentic cultural

practices and perspectives.
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